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Times of Sunday July 24

SYNOPSIS OP PREVIOUS CHAPTERS
Max Harvey a yaung Amerffean undartokes

the task f rescuing Teresa the beautiful niece
of Dr her cruel Don
Carlos a Mexican When pursued by
ruffians ho toefca shelter in her borne fe
shown a way of by her Jumping from

rescues him and later Is and while In
prison Is viSIted by the monk He threatens

and goes away Harvey in his prison
a note Teresa

rescue liar With the of Martin
his friend he escapes While hiding alonff a
road carriage Is attacked by bandit
lie rescues her and after a strenuous Journey
reaches her hemc When he awakens the next
rooming he is overcome by the news that Te-

resa has left the city As he Is nbout to go in
ho Is arrested and thrown into prison

Rues into effect he is questioned by Don Luis
regarding Teresa The totem the cell and
attack with a knife Harvey knocks
him dawn and escapes lie calls on Sir
Smith MclroseB banker and Is told he cannot
have any money as Mclroses whereabouts are
unknown but ho pets It at bet and he meets
his sonant Woo him a letter telUnj him
Melwe In captured by bandits and asking him
to come and peT ransom He to the
rescue On tho way he captures five brigands
and with the aW of one at their prisoners binds
them securely The chief Is told to rend a man
for Banker Melrose with the assurance that if
Mclroee is not brought back within an hour and
safely the remaining tour brigands will be shot
At the of the hour the bandit returned with
Mr Mctrosc and the party went their way
taking two of the brigands as hostage

CHAPTER

am under lasting obligations to
you Mr Harvey he sold after

I ahull so that you are well
rewarded But my niece Teresa I
heard of her being kidnaped on the
Pasco I was certain you had a hand
In that business and naturally con-

cluded that would go to La Puobla-
I hail not been staying In tho city for a
day i or two and was on the road to
follow you when I was taken by the
bandits Ah had known them bet
ter you would never have attempted
what you have done

That may be Mr Molrose I re
plied but it was not so difficult an un-

dertaking as one might suppose It
was simply a matter of courage or au-

dacity I explained I well
armed and I took the fellows off their
guard and they had not sense enough-
to recover their surprise In time
to make any resistance Do you not re
member how our army entered the City
of Mexico a few years ago after

tho Mexicans In engagement af-
ter engagement Sucoess was due to
audacity the very boldness of tbo un-
dertaking

Years ago Cortez with an Insignif-
icant army a mere handful of adven-
turers defeated the hordes of Tlas
calans not very far from where we are
now In one battle there wore opposed-
to him nearly a hundred thousand men
and at another time one hundred and
fifty thousand mono In the first battle
It Is said that he lost not a man and
In tho second engagement the loss was
almost Insignificant and thousands of
tho TIascalans were slain

I have done nothing but what any
bandit or robber might have accom-
plished had he a mind to undertake tho
business I cannot even lay my suc-

cess to any shrewdness and on my
part for I blundered in them

fortune favored me The fellows
were cowards or they would have made
some resistance As I say it was a mat-
ter of courage

Your courage must be of the ex-

traordinary kind then said Mr Mel
rose looking me over from head to

as if to make sure that I was
and not some one else

No I do not think It Is I replied
I am fearless of danger because fa-

miliarity with it has led me to view it
with contempt I no credit for
courage

Most certainly you do he exclaimed-
It and resolution You set

a and your will car
ries You succeed where

falL
I would accomplish nothing if I sot

doing a thing In a halfhearted
I replied You will remeinbr

when brave General Pillows was
sent to storm Chapttltopec our soldiers

carroed the outer works climb-
ing over fortification after fortification
and with attch impetus did they press
on that the Mexicans were unable to
ibid time to lire their guns or to ex-

plode the mines which had been pre

were aware ot It our
flag was sot atoore the castle It ie only
necessary to do something as

meant The Mexicans are
race and that is one of their

chief faults
You have done replied Mr

Mfclrose You capacity of a
general and only lack the opportunity-
to distinguish yourself

CHAPTER XVIII
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AnvAffair by the Way
I do net think that I am often given

to appearing egotistical for I have al-
ways had the reputation of being some-
what reserved and unobtrusive in my
speech I am rather more of a man of
action than of words But naturally at
some times my tongue moves with more
freedom than at others and I am
disposed to run on very I did
on the present occasion-

It was not probable however that
Mr Melrose meant to check me or In

to Insinuate that I was saying
regarding myself and playing

the braggart for he had always expressed
Ills admiration for my ability and knew
that I was generally modest in speaking
of myself Neither was I offended at
what he said but upon being called to
myself I very Into silence

As It was good at
this and we urged our for

did not draw rein
or two and only because the de

Mr Mclroso was
at my side anti though quite out

of the exertion of keeping
In would oak mo numerous
Questions not only regarding his niece
but also concerning my own znisadvon-
turos I endeavored to answer his

as modestly as possible
of my imprisonment and

escape reasons for not following
out his instructions and entering into
negotiations the

Don exagger-
ated account of the capture of tho out
laws In which ho gave me more
for bravery than I deserved and
self considerable glory which I was cer-
tainly willing he should

And my niece ox
claimed Mr Melrose suddenly You

ten
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have told mo scarcely anything about
herThis was indeed true though it was
not because I hnd forgotten her for she
had been constantly In my mind from
the time when I first met her Nor was
I likely to forgot her But for some
reason perhaps because I was so much
at a loss to account for her leaving

not anxious to make explanations I
know not how to make I had said little
about her

Then too thero are affairs which
seem to be of such a personal
as for instance In this case
ceived a rebuff from the young lady
that one hesitates to spook about them
But now in answer to his inquiry I re
lated most of what had occurred omit-
ting nothing that I thought would be i

of importance even repeating to him
our conversation I also told him tho
part of the monk Fray Ignominious
had played especially how he had fol
lowed my footsteps and at last suc-
ceeded In securing my arrest and 1m-

prlsonmerft
I said nothing about nor

did I mention meeting him as 1 did not
like to speak of one who scorned to be
my rival Besides the differences which
had arlscd between us seemed to be

of a personal nature
And you say that you were arrested

at La Puobla and then brought back
he asked So this is how it came about
that you ware at the capital-

It is
And before you were arrested yOu

learned that Teresa had left the hotel
I was so Informed by my man Mar

tin I replied 1 had no r ison to
doubt tho truth of what he told me

You think this man Martin you
speak of Is trustworthy

Certainly I do I answered I have
Implicit confidence in him

It is not likely than that he had
anything to do with your being arrested
or that ho Induced Torosa to go away-

I do not think so I replied I am
convinced that ho knew nothing of mv
arrest until after It had been made

Then you believe It was the monk
Fray Ignominious who Induced her to
go away

I do and that he knew where sho
I said He followed us to La
and I learned afterward tram

his own lips that ho was the person who
Informed on me and bad me arrested

She loft no word
None that I know of I should have

thought though she would Tifet have
gone as she did

There are many religious houses in
the city and it is possible that sho
may have gone to one of these he sug
gestod But for that matter her ex-
perience In the past and the objections
she has always made to entering a
convent are against such a proposition-
We do not know the circumstances
which led to her leaving the hotel and
as for their nunneries and convents I
am against them

I that she did not act
wisely I replied As things turned

being arrested it was perhaps tho
that she did not remain at the

Yes yes because we cannot tell what
would leave occurred She may bo with
friends and well cared fox The
monk Fray Ignominious he Is deed you
sy jz

I think there can bo no qiftation but
what lie IB deed I answered

It Is the hand of God And God bo
praised exclaimed Mr Melrose

I could have said amen to1 this I In
particular had reason to he thankful
for Fray Ignominious

But there are others will oppose
us he said Did It over happen that
you met one Don Luis Robolo I have

his name mentioned in connection
of my niece

I was about to say that I had met
him when he continued-

It Is not strange to say that I should
have admirers but he Is a

I think he was about to say Span-
iard but he saw Don Cor
tinia He distance ahead
of us while wo were talking had drawn
rein and was waiting for us somewhat
impatiently-

If we proceed in this leisurely fash
Ion ho sakl we may expect to b
overtaken Or do you want to give
those rascals another chance at us he
asked to mo

The have had their chance-
I replied And as for in a hurry
we will reach La

We will be lucky if we there
at all he retorted The more I think
of it the more I am satisfied that wo
made a great mistake in leaving thorn
to follow us The cutthroats they ore
a bad Did you mark the cunning-
In eye I would have

He stopped suddenly Something
screen the valley had attracted his at-
tention I looked up Just in time to see
a horseman disappear over the ridge
and very soon two others followed him
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but further than that I could not tell
Their appearance cawed Don
some nneaaineM

Bandits he muttered What did
I tell you We are not yet out of the
woods

I endeavored to laugh at tho Idea that
the men were bandits for I saw that
what he said had caused Mr Melrose
much alarm and in I did not
believe that we would be attacked We
were well armed and could a
good fight It was probable
men we saw wore herders and cams
from tho hacienda or they might be
travelers like ourselves

But wo pushed ahead a little faster
than we had boon doing As we drew
up our horses again I noticed that Mr
Melrose looking polo and tired
seemingly keeping his seat in the saddle
with difficulty

This will not do for you to travel
without breakfast I said to
him You are ill already

I have not boon well ho replied
but do not concern yourself on my ac

Wo will keep on I am anxious
La Pueblo as soon as pos-

sible
It may bo that Senor Harvey aa

boon In tho habit of taking his break-
fast with his dinner suggested D n-

Cortlnla with a faint smile I con say
for myself that for somo time I have
felt tho need of a cup of

And wo will have It
I am not mistaken there is a house

of us on the road and wo will
see what wo can get to eat But I will
say that I have of late been accus-
tomed to oat when circumstances
it convenient for me to do so

But we will not adopt your custom
said tho Spaniard unlace circumstances
necessitate It la an American custom-
I dont like As to the house you speak
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of It Is kept by a greaser and It is well
we are hungry If we are to eat break-
fast there for I can promise you that
they do not a table dhoto nor are
meals served en eours

We will take what wo can get and
be thankful for it said Mr Molroec

A cup of coffee will be bettor than
nothing It wilt warm us up

Under the excitement caused by the
mental strain I had been subject to
through the rapid changing of events
I had not noticed the cold nor had I
thought before of eating The sun was
now well up the morning advanced and
it was PO longer chilly

Wo hal been descending frm tho high
elevation of the mountains all tho time
iind it Is wonderful what a change ele-
vation will effect in temperature But
my companions were older thn I their
blood was not so warm nor were they
used to roughing It as I had been doing
for the last two years Then too liv
ing several months In the high altitude
of the City of Mexico had to
acclimate me

A dog snarled at us as we rode up to
the house a shlftteee ill clad bare-
footed follow oumo to the door stared
at us vacantly and than called to an
Indian boy who stretched himself and
got up Inzlly from a pile Of straw In a
shod at one end of the house We dis
mounted giving our to the peon
oshe came to take
the house

Tho house was but a hovel with the
ground for a floor One or two small
windows admitted a little light The
room smelt abominably of ordore which
were beyond my power of analyzing ex-
cept to stay that thoy were vile

It that tho lit
tie for cooking was built
anywhere on the as was most con-
venient and the allowed to es-
cape as best it might through door or
windows At ono cruLof tho
was a bundle 0fjnd arlo fibers which
were used as 6 There als6 a
rude table and near the walls were
benches or stools These things with u
ow cooking utensils constituted about

all tho furniture of the room
A woman as frowsy as the man was

seated on the ground engageu in pre-
paring tortillas a task as it seemed-
to me which was tho universal occupa

of Mexican wornen Sho looked up
entered but did not rise

The still barked at our heels and
the gave him a kick which
him howling out of the door and
offered us seats Mr Melrose sank Into
the nearest one and I waited for the
Spaniard Ho had turned to the man

We want some coffee he explained-
as good aa you can make and also

something to oat
Yes sonor he replied courteously

enough we will give you the best we
have

The best thoy the lower
classes of Mexicans was bad onough Ij

knew It mattered not about the war
for it affected them very little They
never had anything The property and
wealth of the nation belonged to the
church and the few wealthy families

Yet poverty to those who knew noth
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ing bettor who had no higher
tion than merely to exist was not

It was tholr inheritance and
generations of life under the same con-

ditions had Inured them to It And this
too in a of wonderful resources
where It seem that everyone
might have plenty and abundance

But the Mexicans are con-

tent to have nothing
that it would be a thankless under-
taking for the philanthropist who would
attempt to show them how thejr might
better their condition But to one of
suoh a fine and sensitive nature as Mr
Melrose the surroundings-
were

I saw him look about hint with dis-
gust and I doubt not had he been in
better health and spirits he would have
preached to our host a sermon on shift
leesness As for Don Cortlnla long
familiarity with the conditions of the
people had mode hint unmindful of their

and he probably looked upon it
He took a seat at the

table and I sat down near him but
facing the door

If we are fortunate enough to reach
La Puebla tonight I think we will ap-
preciate being at a good hotel observed
Mr Melrose

We will not roaoh La Puebla to
night replied Don Cortlnla

What I exclaimed Not roach La
Puebla

No for we have a good days
before we roach Tlaxcala And
Tlaxcola to La Puobla is fully ton
miles If not more No we will lay over-
t Tlaxcala

I guess that we will have to I said
But I can s r that this Is an Infernally

slow country
Not so slow sometimes replied the

Spaniard with a scornful smile
The coffee brought to us blank

but not so bad aa we might have ex-
pcctod to find and also seine of the
tortillas which we had seen tho woman
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making She went out after she had
finished baking them but the man
stayed to wait upon us I was hungry
and paid little attention to what was
going on

The Spaniard was quito himself and
appeared to be as much at home as If
he had been at his own table He was
in a talkative mood sad he was giving
Mr Melrose an account of the war and
troubles which led to It His listener
however had assumed an Indifferent at-
titude and seemed only half conscious-
of what was being told to him

This war is being fought Don Cor
tinla was saying as revolutions have
been fought In Mexico before It In
volvos only a few comparatively speak-
ing In a month or a year it will be
over Possibly thore Is more in this war
than Is usual with revolutions In Mexico
for It Is not altogether a oneman affair
In which some one to being
president but grave at stake

But the people strange to say care
little which side wins They have no
definite ideas as to their polities and
religious Mexico is not a coun
try be a republic An om
peror or a king man with broad con-
servative Ideas would be better than
tho rule of politicians It may come to

He stopped abruptly as If from Inat-
tention of his listeners but I knew In a
moment something was wrong Intui-
tively I looked up and as I did so Idistinctly saw tho shadow of a man fall
across the doorway My attention was
also directed toward our host He had
como arounnd to tha side of the table
and stood directly buck of the Spaniard

The woman too came In at that mo-
ment but It was nut hor shadow that I
had seen across the threshold But I
did sue an evil light In her oyeey and
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that sho was holding something con
coated beneath her reborn The Span
lard must have noticed it too for quick
a a flash ho sprang forward and
wrenched tho knife from her hand
hurling her from him but before he
could turn to defend himself tho man
was upon him furious with rage

Villain I exclaimed making a
bound for the Mexican and clutching-
at ills throat He struggled to get away
from me but I bore him down to tho
ground Fortunate It was for me that
wo fell for as we down together-
a bullet whizzed over my head and

were shouts and cries from outside

I fell upon the Mexican and he was
partially stunned by the fall As I re-

covered mysolf the room seemed to
grow dark I that Mr
Molrose had fallen back
wall and I remember afterward
seen the Spaniards crouched behind tho
table

Ho was leaning over it his revolver
drawn ho was holding it with both
hands and then ho fired Something
struck mo on the head and blinded
and mad with I drew

and began at tho doorway
could see men In flerce

savage looking their
yells and curses and saw the Sash of
their pistols The room was blue with
smoke and I could see no one distinct
ly only forms but I fired shot after
shot until I had emptied ray revolvers
and then seeming to despair of ever
getting put of tho place alive I threw
myself upon tho crowd and fought
madly But thom were too many I
was suffocating could not get my
breath I stumbled over the body

man there was a flash before my
eyes and I remembered more

CHAPTER XIX

Fight
jl must have beon stunned by tha

blow on my What occurred after
that I tell It must have
been after some time that I gradually
became conscious that i was lying in
tho open air and that the sun was
shining in my face I could hear sev-
eral about mo talking

I had no desire to move or to open
my eyes I only wished to rorraln

Somo one my face with
to refresh

me but when my head was touched
and my hair brushed back I felt a
stinging sensation the pain being so
acute as to cause me to cry It
was only for arr Instant and after it had
passed I oaoned my

The first person I was Mr
He was sitting near me his face

as that of a dead man but be
grimed and blackened with
which served to give him alt more
of A ghastly look

The sight of him brought me back
to tho scone of the fight and I was sud-
denly possessed with the idea that it
was not over Where are they Let
mo get at thorn I cried making an
attempt to rise

went
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A soldier hold mo back but I think
was llttlo need of his doing so for

caught me In the sIlo so
suddenly I fell bock in a faint
When I again revived my vision was
more distinct and I seemed to under-
stand that the fight wnsio ver andithat-
wo were victortoiwwlvwa cbntentttO
remain My had been tied
up and but little pain

So long did I lie in this kind of stu-
por yet conscious all the time of what
was going on around me that my at-

tendants became alarmed I heard them
talking and something was said about
the probability of my living-

I wondered how badly I was
An officer came up I
dressed as captain Ho after

American the fellow pulled out
of the heap I know he meant me
and I listened to hear what answer would
be made

Some one Informed him that the wound
on my bead might be nothing moro than

scalp wound I naturally would bo a
little dazed from the that It
was feared that I was injured inter-
nally I felt relieved for I had an idea
that possibly the top of my hind
been shot off

Still I seemed powerless to move
and so lay there listening to their con-
versation The sensation I felt was as
nearly as I can describe it as if I had
loft my body or that I was not a part
of myself and on the whole it was not
an unpleasant sensation though rather-
a queer ono

It was a miracle that any of us es-
caped heard Mr Melrose say I
did not think that he ever could come
out of that fight alive he continued
They beat him down and then tramp-

ed on him
Oh he Is young replied the officer

the one who had Inquired about me It
takes a good deal of rough to
kill a healthy man
with the constitution he has he ought
to pull through He Is not

He had stooped down and was
my pulse This caused me to rouse
myself and I again to get-
up but this time more be
fore

One of the soldiers supported mo to a
sitting position so I was ablo to look
about me There were perhaps a Coz-
en soldiers to be seen One of them
gave me somo from a

What did I you said
thin He will be all right soon I
have seen many a wounded man in my
life and I know a dead man when I
see him

I am not dead yet I replied
No Its tho other fellows whp are

dead he said with a laugh The men
who stood by laughed too though I
saw nothing to laugh at

You aro hurt I asked turning to
Mr Melrose

Not much my boy ho replied
reaching forward and taking my hand

You seem to have suffered most You
went mad and then yt u got Into the
thickest of the light and fought the
villains off until the soldiers came-

I smiled faintly at this statement
That I went mad scrmed a strange
thing for him to say Yet I did go
mad but It was the madness of des-
peration for I expected to be killed

It was a terrible place continued
Mr Melrose and I mvr him shudder
But for the soldiers wo might never

have seen the light of lay again
But how did it happen that the sol-

diers came to our assistance I
It was explained to me that the ad-

vance jfiurd of a detachment of the
been moving along the same

had taken und were not fur
behind UK Hearing the firing they had
hurried on and coma up just In time to
have a hand in the business Failing
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upon the in tho roar they bad
captured tho other
four having been

And Don Cortlnla he Is safer8 J
asked not seeing him anywhere

Safe cried the captain with a wink
at his men Not a scratch to boast of
Blackened a little with powder his

somewhat dusty but he Is as
as ever he was Ah but ho has

had his sport for he has Just assisted
in the hanging of the two followS we
caught

Hung I asked in surprise x

Yes would we have done
with them They were not worth the
powder and load to shoot thorn Be
sides the ecamplo It is a warning for
those of class

Unfortunate wretches I groaned
half in sympathy with and
in horror at tho of
big with

The men only laughed-
I shut my eyes and shuddered I

could Imagine how ferocious the Don
could be had ho but the opportunity for
showing his spleen But I folt toomls-
erable myself to care very much

After resting a while I felt bettOr and
found that I was ablo to walk without
assistance I had a wound in
my side which The scalp
wound though ugly and having bled
profusely was not porlous

It had probably been Inflicted with a
carbine barrel but had the blow been-
a little more it mlgbthaye frac
tured my was somewhat an-
noyed because I had seemed to make so
much Of my hurts

Mr Molrose had received several small
but nothing that gave him

Being weak and con-

valescent from his pervious sickness tho
nervous strain had been

I apprehended more this
than anything else I had felt alarmed
for him during the morning and now
I was afraid he would not bo ablo to-
go on But he kept up with a wonder
ful show of endurance

Don Cortlnla soon joined us his face
stern and rigid aa if ho had performed-
a valiant service a little disagreeable-
but a of necessity There was

of satisfaction in his
eyes and I thought his sternness was
for effect

I see you are able to be Up he said
speaking to me You should have been

the execution The work was quickly
dad neatly done-

I have boon told that the bandits
taken prisoners were hung I replied

They were and by my order he
answered with dignity though why it
was by his order I am not able to ox
plainWell

if you are satisfied I have
nothing to say I replied

You aro a noble fellow though in-
clined to be a little too lenlen ia deal-
ing with outlaws he gald offering me
his I blamed for letting

go when you had them In
your power It was tho only honorable
thing you could do but I was right
they should have shot Some day
I be able you my appre

of your integrity
I thanked him as I I was

glad enough for for in
this strange country I had none too
many and certainly enemies
enough making mprot V

We rested for a couple otMiOuriC a ia
then resumed our journey Mr Melrose
was not in a condition to travel but
ho kept up wonderfully well I had not

myself as if J was equal to the ex
required for a long ride

Aa we went by the door of the house
where we had the fight I saw the bodies
jof the dead bandits lying near where
they had fallen They had been strip
ped of their weapons and everything
else of value

They presented a ghastly appearance
and I did not hike to look at them but
turned away for a sickness seemed to
come over me I had seen men killed
before but never before or since have
I experienced the queer sensation of
faintness which then came over me

We kept with the soldiers and stayed
night in Tlaxcala We could not
well have gone further In fact

we did not arrive at Tlaxcala until long
after sundown j

Don Cortlnla proved to be a con-
genial traveling companion
Mr Melrose much kindness even taking
it upon himself to procure him comfort
able quarters and a good bed He also
stayed with him that night I lay in

bunk in a large room occupied by
the captain and some of the other off-
icers They and played
cards but tired to join with
them yet I dM not go to sleep

If this expedition is not successful
Juarez will be provident of Mexico I

the captain say as he was
tho cards

It sounded almost like treason com-
ing as it did from an officer of the
conservative but the other off-
icers it as a
statement of facts I thought
different regarding success of their
party

I did not then understand the cool
way Mexican soldiers had of weighing
the probability of success and calcu-
lating the personal advantages to be
gained one way or another After-
ward I saw whole companies when
they found they were on the losing side
go over to the opposition

The conversation was principally upon
war and camp gossip They dis

cussed tho merits of different officers
and told of their peculiarities They
dlscusucd these things with a freedom
and confidence In each other and espe-
cially so since they were in a country
whore men wore often shot for their
utterances or opinions

How will It be with Don Carlos do
Ulloa naked one of the oflTcers a
lieutenant

Ho has thrown everything with tho
Conservatives Fool If they lose every-
thing Is up with him-

I do not know replied the lieuten-
ant He always been far
If wo win there is a chance
may seine day bo president There is
a good deal In the game and ho Is just
the man to play for high stakes

The captain sat back In his chair and
watched the smoke of his cigarette curl
above his head Evidently he was fully
aware that war was a big and the
result very uncertain

I heard that Don Carlos was losing
favor remarked the lieutenant-

It has boon hinted at replied the
captain but there IK no truth In the
rumor It was reported too that his
daughter to marry Don Luis

She Is his stepdaughter Is she not
asked tho second lieutenant

The captain glanced toward me but
my oyes wore shaded and to all appear
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ances I was asleep though I confess to
having been wide awake enough since
they had been talking of Don Carlos

YeSj he Is his stepdaughter re-
plied tile captain though not without
casting another glance toward mo A

one knows e he hesitated but
again As every one knows he

married a widow Her first husband
was an American

There Is good reason to believe he
had an eye turned toward her before
her husbands death What is some-
what remarkable and It occurred to me
today the old senor whom we rescued

same name Melrose It is
coincidence-

It certainly is said one of the off-
icers The senoritas first husband was
killed by bcndits so t was reported

Ha ha ha laughed tiis captain
softly So it was reported Don Car

No inquiry was over made
Senor Melroses death and

it was well that no one sought to Inquire
or meddle or he too might have been
killed by bandits What would we do
without the banditti

So deeply Interested had In
the conversation that I lay thore with
my eyes wide open staring at the cap

But had he looked toward
it was in tno corner where-

I was I doubt if ho could have seen that
I ws awake

He had said he would marry the
widow resumed the captain and he
did so not very long after her hus-
bands death But there is to
believe that the marriage did
to be a happy one She lived a
of years

There was some trouble about the
child the child she had by her first
husband Don Carlos Insisted that she
should be educated at a Catholic
school and she wished to send her
abroad again Then the property was
loft in queer shape Senor Melroso had
provided for his child as well as his
wife f

I understand the senorIta is to en-
ter a said the lieutenant

So but likely with
OLt foundation replied the captain

She is a spirited girt Some say she
will yet Luis in spite of her
fathers to him

I would be a pity remarked the
second lieutenant

Why so asked the captain
She after her father and is

more than Spanish he re-
plied marriages between races
are apt out bad They would

I not get along well together It would
be likely to end no better than her
mothers marriage did

The conversation was broken I do
not remember it all but there was
quite a discussion regarding sub-
ject of marriage It was finally Inter-
rupted by the entrance of a
who oarae In hurriedly
hye just arrived The men rose to
moat him

What Frego you hers exclaimed
the captain What Is the news
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CHAPTER XX

Doubts and Fears
The next morning while we were on

the road I managed to ride apart with
MryMeirnse f a anti recount to
Mnv xyh tf I had wilag be-

fore He appeared not to be surprised-
at what I told him
I had hesitated speaking of his

brothers death the shock to
his nervous system in his week condi-
tion might be too him but
he drew me out all I
knew More once thought I saw
his eyes his teeth hard set
as was his way when greatly irritated
Still when he spoke it was more in
sorrow than anger

I have always believed that my
brother was murdered he said For
this crime Don Carlos shonM be made to
suffer but vengeance is not

The mischief cannot be I
replied

No not undone now he said as if
recalling thoughts which were painful-
to him But my brothers child she
shall escape him God helping me I
will do what I can to prevent him from
ever gaining control over her again

I trust you may I replied but you
must remember that she has lived in
Mexico for years and it Is home to her
You cannot think it strange if you find
that she has some love for the country
for the people she has been with and
for the friends she has mad

Yes yes to be sure he said But
sho la a child Mr Harvey an Inex-
perienced child I should have kept her
with me in New York when she was
there attending school and not have
allowed her to return to this accursed
country whore men are so treacherous
where there Is so much corruption

She was like a daughter to me I
never had a daughter only her It was
the old lovo I had for her and the

of tho nest which brought me
back to save her She is well meaning
she would do what Is right did she but
know

But women are so often unfortunate-
In their friendships and in their love
too sometimes Tnoso who are self
sacrillclng those who are the truest and
best women we have too often throw
themselves away She to like hor moth
er affectionate and confiding You do
not know her yet Mr Harvey

His tone and were so unlike
what it had when I had
talked with him that he like a
different man True his and
the hardships of the post few days had
been very severe on him but now that
there was a probability of meeting his
qlece I had hoped to see him brighten
somewhat

He had not even looked up as we were
talking but rode sadly and listlessly

side his head bent forward over his
horses nock 1 could soo how feeble it
was and it occurred to me that it would
have been well if we had remained
longer at Tlaxcala for him to recover his
strength somewhat but the day was
clear and pleasant the road good we
traveled slowly and we had not a long
ride before us

Then when we reached La Puebla he
could have bettor With a nights
rest though I I felt almost
myself again There was every reason
why we should reach our destination fcs
soon as possible-

I am not well Mr Harvey he said
after a littler

I could see that he was not welt hut
the way Irvrhfek lie aaW it and the pa-

thetic exrretwkm of his face caused me
to a great of ayiajNUhy fur

You wilt have rest anti eare at
FUobla 1 said Worn what I have

While

abut

get rot

tIn

mine

bering

see

at-
m

pres

bye del

recol-
lection

La

¬

¬

¬

¬

soon and heard of the city It te a beau-
tiful place the air clear the climato
alt that can bo asked fotJttftt uch a
pkioo as an invalid w tibl eeM to re-
main at

I do not know that I woiufd
to remain there I dte
tale or the cooking thofjgti the rvl a
is not bad It will do Blrai vell man
to live there but lck 11

The very place for a
replied And it will tIe a
change of climate IB gonoraly beneficial
to ono who is In poor h tth And
what more could you Mk than those
sunny skies these mlkV pleasant days
and this dry atmosphere

he answered tvHth a sigh it
is all as you say it is but it is M x
leo Were it in our own cxr itry how
different it would be S4ej and ho
pointed to a valley stretching out be-
fore us which with was as
pretty a piece of country as the eye
could wish to see that Is nature
has done yet what have the people
done but quarrel and light ever sln o
the conquest Some del there will be
a new but not lit riiytlnie

Knowing the circumstances whkh had
brought Mr Melrose to Mexico and the
treatment he had while there
I could had
embittered hint and prejudiced his
mind against the peopleand the com-
munity He was not a man of war nor
one disposed to quarrel

He loved his own firesIde and domes
tic peace and Iwppineaet HVwa un

to the hardships to wh he had
mtetal strain as

welt hardships had been very
great

We wilt let thorn Jf they want
to I said a forced laugh It
may be well Jttheytdo spill a
little bad blood

I believe we Trill have to let
ho replied and think

fortunate if wo are to have no
more of a in it than we have
had already but war jis the busi-
ness of barbarians-

It Is brutal I said May our coun-
try escape it

He looked far oft to the distant moun-
tain peaks and then turning to r e
replied We are not yet done
warHe said this in a way which Impress-
ed me as being more of a prophecy than
an expression of opinion How soon the
war did actually come w all know
He said no more and I was in little
mood to continue the conversation Not
even the country interested me though-
I had never been over it before I was
restless and impatient and anxious to
be at La Puebla

My mind was racked with and
uncertainties The journrd
sonably long for so short a distance
and I could hardly myself front
pushing on ahead companions
Presently however we were Joined by

i some of the troopers and with thrir
I stories and Jests we would have fon l
them jolly enough companions bad vro

in better spirits
I Cortlnla rode by my side as we
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reached the level plain with ifcs well cul-

tivated gardens and througa
which the road runs distance
before coming to the city He was in
far more ef a happy mood than I

thanked me again and again for the
service I had rendered hiss

My house will be at your disposal
when we reach La Puobla You must
do me the honor of being my guest
he insisted

I explained to him that my stay In
the city probably would be brief but
thanked him for his kindness

You thought me severe on those tel
hung he replied I will show

I can be hospitable I re-

member my friends and any one who
has done me a favor

Indeed he did and he had spoken the
truth as I was tp discover
We were better ac-
quainted and the rather selfish service-

I had rendered him to be more than
repaid But I knew that he did not
know the mission I was on or the port
I had been playing in the role of knight
errant His kindness his friendship
his generous offer of hospitality I was
afraid to lest I to betray
his

Yet he might sanctioned
thing I had It with a
of regret I remembered ho
was not in sympathy with1 the party I
favored and that his friends might be
my enemies It was this more than

else which ms to be
and about

seeming in the way of
receiving any favors from hint

It was late In the afternoon when wo
reached La Puebla We did not get a
very early and we had de-

layed on The tho
city were quiet and the people were
bout their usual occupations and ae j
was no excitement nothing to indicate
that it was a time of war and that the
country was parsing through tt revoLt
flea which the passing away r f
the old ushering in of
era of progress and national prosperity

It was a beautiful evening as I now
remember it neither too hot nor
cold to be comfortable The cathedral

sounded as we passed through the
and I noticed that the sun shone

on the tall spires of the churches It
was the end of our journey and I looked
at Mr Melrose expecting some expres-
sion of satisfaction front idea but Ms

were elsewhere He was silent
take any notice of what wia

going on us He rode by my
gloomy speaking

But this was not to be wondered at
when my attention was more particu-
larly directed toward him for I c M
see that he could scarcely keep his spat
in the saddle from weakness Ones I
caught hold of him fearing that he yea
going to fall and as I did so I not vd
that his face was hot and flushed I
was alarmed and fearing a return if
the fever asked him If I could d no-
thing for him but he assured rae that he
would be better in the morning

As for myself my heart best with wild
throbs Here m this city was Senorita
Teresa I had brought her uncle to
I would now stand vindicated in
eyes Still It was net Joy that moved
me It was rather ta i expectation o
seeing her and the uncertainty as to
how she would receive me I felt that
we were to meet but te part and part
possibly never to

I tried to sensa-
tion of despondency which oppressed mo
I tried shewa to-
me that I did not Wve her But rny
thoughts woul wander bask to tiTHe

aideu me to escape from her
own chamber window

My God I almost cried aloud could
1 ever forget that timer

To Be Continued Next Sunday
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